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TtLI'KXT^THE ELECTRONIC , NEWSPAPER: FOUH 
• BRintM SYSTEMS AND V S, EDITORS' ASSESSMENT 
OF IMPLICATIONS - ^ Order Np. 790ta3T 

AHLHAUSER, John William, Ph.D. Miana University, 1978. 

The delivery of news a» prlnt-on-paper, distributed by hand, 
has not changed since newspaper* began. But the rising costs 
and shortage of raw materials (mainly newsprint), deterlorat-^ 
tng distribution capability^ changes in reading habits/and th« 
development of new technologies threaten the delivery of news*** 
papers in their traditional form. The threat to delivery arises 
despite Increasing demand for the type of information that 
newspapers provide. 

These are major iHHues about the future course of print-on- 
paper which are being raised everywhere In the world today. 
Should Information delivered as a newspaper bc^ wedded to paper 
with the attendant massive problems ahd costs of printing and' 
distribution? Could that Information be "delivered'* electron- 
lially to subjfcrlbers* video screens, where the viewer could, ' 
on demand, receiveSi^eneral or apeclalUed Information in 
greater depth than possible vflttf ^livery on newsprint? 

This study describes four MhitiMi-own^d electronic news 
delivery Systems whl(ih werepbserved In'advanced experi- 
mental use In January, 1976, and surveys Associated PrMsf 
Managing Editors'about their perceptions of that BrWsh R»rm, * 
called teletext, regarding problerfts those editois perceive for 
readers, editors, advertisers and government regulators. J 

Teletext la defined as an on-demand method of generating 
alpha^numerlc letterjorms on a home video screen. An Elec- 
tronic Newspaper (ENP) Is described sis any method which 
electronically transipits dlhectly to home terminals Informa- 
tion which has traditionally been printed in newspapers. The 
ENP must have tM capabinty of appearing on a video screen, 
be, available on denjand; and capable of remaining on the screen 
as long as the viewer chooses. 

The dissertation reviews the technological progress of 
newlpapers: the introduction of electronics and computer pro^ 
'cessing of Information In the newsroom and the cOmpoi!>ing 
room. In contrast It l9f)ks at the increasing costs of paper 
manufacturing and dUtrlbutlon and the growing obstacles to 
newsfi^iper home delivery. 

Teletext* as a possible alternative delivery system, is ex- 
amined for hardware, systems, transmission techniques, screen 
format and ai ce.ss procedures. The four current British forms 
of teletext (Ceefax, Oracle, .Viewdata and IDR) are reviewed 
and compAnred to the traditional American newspaper. ■ 

The sumrf^ary question considered Is: should new»paper%« 
consider Adopting teletext aA a delivery system now? 

The potential advantages of teletext are that It eliminates 
or bypasses pre.sent problems with the supply, the printing 
and delivery of paper; f^alns j^reater Immediacy of news ''de- 
hvery;* increases the volume of information deliverable; 
multiplies diversity for vlew^jrs with special Interests; serves 
viewers at any time with current, on demand Information; 
maintains the American Ai^wspaper responsibility of fuifilUng 
the Information needs of a dem^oratlc society; and forestalls 
; losing/the initiative to non-joufnalistic entrepreneurs. 

^ The Electronic Newspaper's potential drawbacks are the 
Sick of a penetrating transmitting facility and channel in every 
community^ the uixdeflned role of ^vernment regulation; the 
challenge of integrating ourtvertising wilh news; the possibility 
of viewer resistancj^ toiiext on the scr^n; the rU|k that eco* 
nomlcs will reduce ^n^ws cjdverage toihose stories which sat- 
isfy iifhat m6st individuals Want. ^ , V ^ 
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»THE INFIPUENCE OF LOCAL mPORMATlOI* W 
NEWSPAPER HOUSEHOLD PENETRATION ' - • ^ 

Order No. 7S33M0 



ALPERSTEIN, Gerald. Steven, Ph.D. Syracuse University. 
^1978. 192pp. - 

. ^ Dally newspaper household penetration (DNHP) was be- 
lieved to be declining during the second half pf the twentieth 
century Ih both the United States and Canada .f The decline was 
believed to be influenced by the amount *of local information In 
daily newspapers. Suburbaniaatlon was believed to be a cause 
of reducing the amount of local information reaching the read- 
ers of dally newspapers. 

A data analysis and a content analysis of newspapers in 
Canada for census years 1961 and 1971 were conducted to In- 
" vestigatr how much inhuence local information had on DNHP.* 
The data analysis Involved 69 marlceta which contained more 
than 90%'Of Canadian dally newspaper circulation. Local In- 
formation was found to be the kpy factor determining DNHP. 
Some of the results of the data analysis were: . ^ 



(1) 



L market ^s households in 



DNHP and the percentage of ah 
the dally newspaper home elty are pPlitively related. 

(2) Weekly newspaper household penetration jmd the oer- 
centage of a market's households in the dally newspaper home 
city au*e negatively related. 

(3) DNHP and weekly newspaper household penetration are 
negatively related. 

(4) There lis no relationship between DNHP andktelevlslon 
wsttchin^^ radio listening and aiagazlrfe household penetration. - 

(5) There Is^a weak neg«ve reldtlonshlp between change 
in DNHP and change In dall/newspaper price. r- 

(6) There was no reiatronshlp between changain weekly 
newspaper household penetration and change in dally news^ 
Pfper price. 

,The content Analysis showed that the relatlonsl^ip between ' 
DNHP and locaMnformatlon was strongly positive. The strong- 
est relationship was found between DNHP and thejriufc^ber of,, 
local news sforles anrf display advertisements cabined! Other 
strong relationships were between DNHP and local news sto- 
ries, local display advertisements and classified advertising. 

The data analysis aldo revealed that DNKP is not univer^ 
sally declinin),^. Most markets had relatively stabJe DN«P 
from 1961 to 1971. A few large urban markets dii suffer large 
losses in DNHP. The data was computed on a market-by- 
market basis. Computation of DNHP prior to this research 
has been on a national aggregate basis. I 
' Two methodological problems--distortlons In theraata— ^ 
were solved by grouping markets based on single «uiA multl 
daily newspaper circulations and by grouping markets based 
on the percentage of weekly newspaper circulation which was 
paid circulation. 
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DANBlCEiR, EmU, Ph.D. 
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A REPORTER'ff EYE VIEW 

Order No. 7907986 

Bowling Green State University, 
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This study examined the work of news reporters relative \ 
to foor research questions: 

1. What criteria do reporters say they use ln*thelr evalua- 
tion of the credibility of their sources? 

1. To what factors. If any, do these criteria relate? 

3. Is it possible to Identify types of reporters relative tcr 
the way In which they use certain eriterla associated with ap- 
parent factors of credibility? 

4. What is the relationship of age, education, and work ex- 
perience to the way In which reporters apparently ^eek to de- 
termine source credibility? 

The questions weve I'elated to methodological steps de- 
stined so as to provide a comprefienslve framework In which 
the subjects would generate their own criteria and then eval- 
uate their own criteria and the criteria of other subjects a« 

atiuly proceeded, culmlnatlr^ In the development of 48 Q- 
statements (or 8ortln|( by a sample population of 35 scaled down 
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m erlf iud 930 by iltrltlon and tccdrdii« to th# i^tlU- 
iMl#:«|pr<Mi«li Ifidlctnoufl totiM highly liMiivldui4U«d Q* 



U What ertttrU^do reporter! Buy they me In the evaluation- 
M the credlbUUy of their sources? 

.A, Pilot MUsvvlewa designed to otter a baslcaUy 
non^dlrectlv| setting *ln which reporters could articu- / 
late theii* criteria of credibility* 

B« The sending of letters to 330 reporters asking 
eac& to list five criteria |>erynally used In their eval* 
uaWon of credlbUtty, ' 
t* To what factors^ if any, do these criteria relate? 

^ A*. The developmeit of 100 Likert-typeiscales from ' 
the 114 responses to the letters and the sending of the . 
scales to the r'espondeiAs« 

• B* Factor analysis of the data Irom the 78 respon-^ 
dents to the scales to de^rmine whether a factor struc- 
tiire would emerge from su^^h an analysis* 

3, Is it popsible to Ideniij^y types of reporters i;elatlve to 
the wny in which they say they use certain criteria associated 
wtth apparertt^tactors of credibility? 

A* Development of a Q-*sainple of 48 statements 
from the results of the factor analysis and the sorting 
of same by a sample population of 33 reporters* . 

, . vB. FacHor analyst! of the Q-data. 

4« What i! the relationship of age, education and work ex* 
perlence to the way In i^lch reporters apparently seek to de- 
termint source crMlbillly? 

A« The taking of such data at steps 2A and 3A« - 
B. Descriptive analysis of the data. 

Sex was asked at 2A and SA, but*became statistically irrele- 
vaM because of the small number of femalsis in the sample and 
among the re%>ondent^r Race was no^ souf ht, btit this and/or 
s«jc could 4|edome the subleot of futur^ inquiry Into particular 
aspeeis of the^eivn^al subject of reporterlevaluation of source 
credibility. ' \ 

» It was found that in articulating 6rlt^laf reportets empha* 
flaed the soure«!s record 9! reliabilHy ,and-inotlvation and thr 
imiortance to the repbrter of experience^ backgroundli^, docu<^ 
n^Mtatlon and the checking and rechecking of sources and aa 
awareness of the role of ilkultion and 6f nonverbal cu^ such 
as eye contact and body language* « 

It was found that reporters appear to base t^elr evaluation 
of credibility upon four factors, or dimensions: reliability^ 
appearance, motivation , and etatus - posltlori, and that three ap«* 
parent types of reporters wc^e Identified: . objective , which 
most strongly stresses spMlflc proof and appear! to reject 
intuition as a criterion; subjective , which appears %o give intui^ 
tlon as much weight as specific proof as a part of the process 
of seeking to determine credibility, and subjective - objective, 
which Is strong on specific proof but which Is neutral on intui* 
tioa Mo clear relationship was established between age^ edu«' 
citlon, and work experience, bik there were Indications that 
prc^^eeslonal reporters may not differ substantially on these 
variables in their application of the fundamental criteria^ 



A TAXONOMY OF EDITORIAL CONTENT FOR INTERNAL 
PUB;jrCATK)NS: A FACTOR ANALYTIC STUDY 

Order No. 7SK)5432 

JOHNSON, Carolyn 'Elna, Ph.D. The University of Tennessee, 
I9n. 149pp.^ Major Professbr: Jack B. Hasklns 

|rhe purpone of this study was to determlije the mimbel of 
stories neceflsary in an internal publication for wide audlfnce 
reach, to empirically determine categories of editorial tij^lcs 
froJn which editors may select stories for a balanced 'editorial 
fnia,'' and to identify audience characteristics that discriminate 
amenf |rotips of readers* 

two Tennessee Valley Authority publications were used for 
tM resiearch: TV A Perspective and TVA Today . A question^ 
Mire was mailed to a random sample of 757 TVA employees. 
Of flMis*^ 421 were lusble for evaluation (56 percent). The 
reading preference daf&i opinions to^ 
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ward the magaxlnes; opinions about the percelY^d PHjipose of 
O } MafMlnes^ ^nd demographio data^ ^ 



tooremental ahalyals^was used to determine 4he optihiu^^ 
vsumlfer^f stories necessary-tor wide audience reach. TMs ' 

analysis technique also provided a measure of the effectiveness 
. of editorial mixes selectefi from content categories/ Fmetor 
analysis and cluster analysis were ^sedto determine* categories. 
MuU^le discriminant analysis was used to predict character- 
IstlSli of readers In'each content categofy^ ' 

the findings of this research were that an edltprial mix Qf 
^ht stories afccounted for only 6 percent fewer readers than 
aii entire popuMlomoraa stories. The optimum mlx'obtained 
through Incremental analysis reached 77 percent of the poten- 
tial readers*. Thls»was ldentlfled,as a •benchmark mix.* AlSb 
itortes rated high by many readers and stories rated high by ' 
dnly^ttew readers were contained in the mix. This confirms 
the notion that audience reach ca« be increased with the proper 
mixture of high and low ranking stories. 

R factor a^ialysls of respondents' ratings of interest in read- 
ing the 33 storle^ used In this study produced eight factors- -or 
categortes. These categories were obtained through orthogonal 
rotation, although oblique rotation produced similar resuUs. 
The cluster analysis results were rejected beqVuJ^ the cate- 
gories were too Complex to interpret. Therefore, categories 
from factor analysis were labeled as Personal Help: Financial 
Doiuestic and Work; ^»,eisure and Outdoors; People, Phllan- \ 
Wiropy, ?ad Nostilgla; Company Progress and Power; Employee 
Education; Company Innovations; History; iand Social Change. 

Editorial mixes of one story from each factor reached as 
many readers as the benchm^ark mix In every om^e with the ex- 
ception of the highest loaded stories. y 
• Multiple discriminant analysis of readers associated wltft 
each content category fi^howed that job tenure, sex, and^>^ 
celved concern ^f the pubUcatlons for employee Interests were 
the best discriminators. Thirteen other variable's were not 
«taristicaUy significant. These eight groups of readers in the 
elghe categories were subsequently Identified as Young, Dissat- 
isfied, Lower Job Level Employee; Satisfied, Short Tenure 
Employee; Older, Dlssj^tlsfled Manager; Company -oriented 
JI*^®"\^';*^:f"^"''« Employee; Human Re^tlpna. lagers and 
tmployeea; Ambitious Employees; Unambitious Employees; 
and Older, "Worried" Yet Resigned Employee, r 
. Although these results can not be generalized beyond TVA 
publications and readers, the category development And de- 
scriptive m^dds ueed here m'ay lead to further exploraUoh of 
Mltorlal content categories appropriate for other tnternal pub- * 
llcatlons. • 
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THE EVOLVING STATUS OF NEWSPAPERWOMEN 

t . Order No. 7912885 

McGLASHAN, Zena Beth, Ph.E). The University of Iowa, 1978, 
222pp. Supervisor: Professor Hanno Hardt* 

Women's demands for equality In the past decade have 
touched every area of American life, Including l^e newspaper 
jMisiness, where women are Under-represented In management 
positions In proportion to their professional numbers. Involved 
In Journalism since colonial times, women have a long tradition 
m newspapers but.thelr rise to management, aside from those 
Who have Inherited papers, has been a slow, gradual pne. 

A case -study approach is u^ed in both an hlstortcal 4md 
current sense. Certain newswomen of the past, such as Mar- 
garet Fuller and Gall Hamilton, provide a base for the idea of 
women^s gradual evolution into management rol^ because of 
social advances and Inhibitors. The careers of five contempo- 
rary women newspaper managers, ranging from one who grad- 
uated from college In 1930 to the youngest, a Journalism grad- 
uate of the lat6 W6O9, 'are related, contrastejd and compar<»d < 
.in the light of social theories about woman's minority status. 

Helping to focus on the factors which both*hel|) and hinder 
thl% 'evolution' are co^himents by participants itKthe Conference 
fin Women In Newspaper Ma/iagemenffconducted at frtdlana Unl-. 
varsity in 1977 and from other newswomen. The managerial 
level presents problems fof women Journalists not dissimilar 
to^thoae In other businesses: Stereotyping, self-images gained 
from socialljr.atlon, lack of correct and full Uformatlori, con- 
straints created by the expe<;tatlonS' of the family unit. 



ChmntnBfMT^ nettled in the #>y the hletory of JpurnaHsm U 
.reHiomtfacted io the sUceeeses of the put may be {>tft~0t 
ioelaDtatlbn thrd^gh edueatloiu/'Oth%r c^af^es miist <;ome ^ 
from a jocUT reaiewsmenj^of the value of women's biological . 
timetlon wd from relnfcrcli|j(f women's .self-esteem through 
imerf Me^ In/onmatlon and acceps ♦ Research should Include 
asceftf inlng the mlno.rlty recruitment policies of grou^-ownfd 
iiewjspapersi studying dual -car eei^amlUes In Journal l8iti,'|n<l 
-a tonjl-range study of Vomen.now beginning In positions whwh 
li^Te traditlodi^ly led to management Questions ia>out the 
difference or lack of dlffefrf nee wom^ might make in newf 
oepH^Nit also leered evaluation. 
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NOTTINGHAM, Mary Emily, Ph.D 



Indiana University, 



This study luvestlgated the 'brief relationship lormed when 
the photojdumalist approaches a subject on;th6 street for a fea- 
ture photograph; The study described and analyzed the rela- 
tionship In terms of the -research concerning the concept of * 
personal space. The analysis was used as a startirtg i>olnt for 
identlfxkig the conditions and behaviors that constitute a sue- 
cessftil Ihva^'ion ol the subject's personal space. 

Seven working pUotoJournalists sho^ pictures of pedest-Mans 
in a controlled field study in downtown Bloomington, Indiana, 
Each photographed and obtained identification of*at least twelve 
individuals. The encounters were recorted by videotape cam- 
era. The videotapes were analyzed for patterns of physical 
motion. The photographers were interviewed immediately after 
working. Questionnaires were 'sent to each subject, 102 People 
were approached, 81 questionnaires were sent out, 66 of those 
' returned. 

The picture that emerged was of an uncomtpon encounter 

ffie photographer and Thd\subji^^ the photographer was 

intruding. The photographers wer^.able to articulate sorpe of 
the actions they perfo.rniet! to smooth the invasion; talking with 
the subjects, smiling, wording quickly, etc. The subjects were 
not able to dlKcu<js the photographer's behavior -^ajid their 
own— in such deUxil Hut both the photographers and the sub- 
jects performed compensatory actions to relieve the discom- 
fort thai arose from tfie Invasion, f)alanoin^: dif?t;ince» body 
orientation and eye contact. All the Interactions reached the 
same level of physical involvement, with no difference betw 
photographers. There was a difference in the physical Involve 
nient of «ome Of th<i photo^^ raphe rs w!u>ti compared with the 
level of Involvement of thf>lr sul»jects. When tlie photographer 
was physitaliy aggressive. or alUof. the subjects tried to com^* 
ptnsate with thetrVwn physical rhovohients to establish ^a bal- 
ance t^at would ni.U<e them m(..re comfortable. 

In Identifying bohaviorsassoci.ited with a succc8?iful invasion 
Of pcreonal space, ffUcce»sfUl wa^ defined as: the subject 
agreed to be photographed, cooperated with the photographer, 
gave 14eBtification, and both participants left the Interaction 
^with a feeling of having benefited from it. 86% Of the encoun- 
ters met U^e first three conditions. The fourth was more elu- 
sive. The photographer benefited if he got an acceptable-- 
puMlehs^le— photograph. The subjects seemed to benefit by 
feellinfs of flattery, doing someone a fav^or, or interest in an 
UMiMMa encounter. Two pHknairy conditions seemed to affect 
the siieeess of the^lhyasion. First, the photographers who^m- 
phMlied forming a relationship wlth^the subjects as people, 
^adier than simply subjecta,. received a more favorable re- 
i^^oiUHi. Those photof^raptiers tended to take more time with 

•'iWects than the other photographers, spend a larger per- 
eenteM.^ that time in conversation, and exchange more per- 
tonal kitormation with the subjects. Second, those photog- 
rapher! who wtre personally disturbed by the idaa of rejection, 
weire rejected less often by potential subjects. They seemed 
to go to'^Mter lengthsjo convince reluctant subjects than the 
etherft* Tl^e behaviors indicate that the photographer who Is 
eeeeltlve to the feelings of the subject, and takes the sub- 
)eete' reiponses to him personallji, is more concerned with 
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J the invasion nm Smoothly, and leave* the subiact with 
a i—hu^ of having benefited from it. 

Secondary condition* to successful invasions inckided- th« 
age of the subject, the subject's activity before hein. ip- 
frr^^^i' ""'•■»»'J~t^'»Phy»lcal portion; the'subjeofs ability 
o relax in front ofthe camera; and.the photographer's ablUty- 
to accustom himself to the terrUory through patroUWg b*- ' 



SEXISM IN LOCAt AND NETWORK TELEVISION NEWS 

Order No. T^ltoias. 

OTTE, Mary Lane, Ph.D. Georgia State University - Colleke 
of Education, 1978. 201pp. * 

Purpose ' '. - 

stereotyping, whether it be racial or ethnic or sexiat Um- 
its thinking because it oversimplifies and thereby distort* ' 
rAeanlng. Researchers have provided mounting evidence for 
•ex-role stereotyping In such major areas of American so- " 
ciety as education, careers, aiid communication. 4n the area 
• ofconjmunlcatlon various aspects of mass communication have 
been investigated. Because more members of American so- 
ciety choose television as a major source of news and enter- 
tainment than any other mass medium, increasing attention ' 
has been given both to form and confent of television program- 
ming. On the subject of sex-role stereotyping, all major genres 
Of television broadcasting have been Investigated with the ex- 
ception of news broadcasting. The purpose of this study was to 
investigate whether statistically significant amounts of spe- 
cific types of sexism exist in samples of local and network 
television news on the three major networks and their affili- 
ated Atlanta stations. 

Methods and Procedures * , 

. The basic design of the study was descriptive in that the 
investigative questions requl^ed counting the presence and/or- 
absence of sexism or sex-role stereotyping in generic nouns 
and pronouns, audibility, and topics. A non -parametric mea- 
sure (Chl-Square, X*) was used to determine whether or not 
statistically significant Incidences of fhese variables occurred 
regarding male and female announcers and subjecis The de- 
scriptive nature of the study was furtlier extended by rating 
the intensity of observed sexist or stereotypic behaviors using 
the Butler-Paisley Ordinal Consciousness Scale. Such a quali- 
tative measure added a degree of refinement to the quantlU- 
tlve procedures used to assess various kinds of speclOed sex- 
role stereotyping. Tapes were transcribed and coded by the 
investigator b6th for, the quantitative and quaUtatlve measures 
used. ^ 



Results 

Elglit null hypotheses^re Investigated, six dealing with 
quantitative a.spects of sex-^ole stereotyping and two dealing 
• 'With qualltat^e aspeils of sej^r-role stereotyping The proce- 
^dure used was that of content analysis. 

No significant dlfferetice was found in the male and tewfile 
usage of generic nouns and pronouns either on local or net- 
work television. However, differences In Ihe dey^nJyjf audl- 
biUty between males and females were highly significant for 
both local ajid network television broadcasting. Finally there 
was m significant dlffercnpe Iti the kinds of topics presented 
by males ;u>d fotnales ^er at local or network levels of 
broadcasting. 

The last two hivestlcatlve questlon.s doalt with the qufiUta- 
tlve presVntatloti of tnalos and- females on Incal and netorork 
television „ows broadcasts. Fiecause of -the lack of variability 
»he8e,qucstlon8 could not bo staf islically analyzed 

Certain tyi.es of sexism did exist on the news, "whereas 
other types wore either absent or the lnsfrunient« used were 
not refined well enough to measure tlie dogrtie of sexiam. ^ 



!»• krta or quantitatlvt content analysis men wer^ 
! I M^t^ tcylcs were . hard, topics, men and wom«n both were sterW* 
typid lA.traditiofuil sex roles, and men were treattd:^s subjects 
Ritetlcally to the exclusion of women. Women, when feature ^ 
M sll, wtrt portrayed with more variety than men. although ' 
Mlthtr men nor women were featured as totally stereotyped 
or tiotomr nonstereotyped. 

■ Conclusions , * 

The results indicated that if television news broadcasting ^ 
at both the local anc| network levels Is to reflect^accurately 
the UfMtyles of Americans today changes nt^to be "made. 

• Tliese changes should include a more equitable representation 
Of maloi and females on news programs, a mor* representa-^ 
live mimber of women to provide role models, an expansion of 
tpplcs^to include the interests and concerns of women » Foir- 

yther attthtion should be given to refining qualitative tnstru- • 
ments for measuring consciousness In order to provide more * 
accurate description of sexlit sterebtyping on television. 



'^^^L?' ^ t^^**r ^ «nclerlying condlttaw rrto 
fwitto tte liforeased Federal court Involvement In the Mhooi- 

P'*" ^ P"*««*^ ImpUcatlons doriTwl 

Chapter IV presented a sununary of the study andi>roHd«l 

^ SSSJ^nf^^^^^ ""^^^^ P^^^*^ schoorstuderts 

l ' ^ achool-sponsored student presa 

A Uat of recommendations formulated td assist practicing ' 
school administrators charged with the legal responslWlltv of 
•upervlalng the schooUsponsored student press at the second, 
ary level was formulated and Included In Chapter IV 



A STUDY OF TIIE. LEGAL ASPECTS OF, FREEDOM OF 
SPEECH IN THE SCHOOf,^SPONSORED STUDENT PREiB 
AT THE SECONDARY SCHQOL LEVEL Order No. 7905431 

PRATT, James'Rbbert, EdlD. The University of Alabama. 
226pp. 

The decision was ma^e to conduct an ln**<fepth study of the 
concept of freedom of speech In the schooUsponsored student 
press at the secondary levefas deflhed and delimited by the 
federal courts. -Ctja^pt^r r 'pf^i^fltefd thel)AljRgr5ufid Informal- ' 
tlon and the rationale for the study. -y . 

A study was Instituted to Identify and analyze for their oper- 
ational significance all pertinent Federal court cases relate<| 
to the problem und^er study", .The cases' Involving the Flij^t^ 
Amendment right of freedom of speech In the school-spoWred 
student press were Identified, analyzed, and included 4n Chap- 
ter IL The case analysis method, a polnt-by-polnt review sys- 
tem, was utilized and the cas<^ wfere presented Irf chronological 
order. , 

Chapter 0 traced the evolution of the concept of freedom 
of speech in the sch6ol<> sponsored student press through a loAg 
series of Federal court suits. Two major cases, Dixon v. Ala- 
bama State Bo ard o^Kdircn^ion and tfu rnslde v. %ars, "wftl^h 
served as legal precedents for later students' rights press 
caeeSy were analyzed and fjresentW first. * ^ 

' In 1967, the United States District Court for the Middle Dis- 
trict of Alabama, in Dltrkey v. Alabama State Board of Educa- 
t loet j held'that freedom of^speech in the school-sponsored stu- 
fiSTt press was protected by t{w» First 'Amendment of the United 
Mates Constitution ^ The United States Supreme Courtis 
landmark decision In Tinker v. Qes Moines Independent Com^ 
mia^ty School District , a lOgg cas», formally ftxtenriiKl ih^ 
First Amendment right of freedom of speech to studer\ts fn the 
aalloa'a public school system* 

Thirough a series of Judicial pronouncement* rendered slMe 
TMMyr^ the Federal courts have continued to define and delimit 
SeTlrel Amendment rights of public school students to free- 
dees of epeech in the school-sponsored student press. The 8e- 
^M«e Court's reaaonlng In Tinker has served as the biels for 
tMfe decisions. . 

f ellawlnf the analysle of tlw jHxoti and Tinker cases, ea^i 
el the Mer Federal ccort suits Involving the schooUspoMored 
iMeal press at the secondary level was reviewed in detail! ' 
Caeei troni the postaecondarF level also w^glhicli^ed 
^ ini^l^ were pertinent to the atny: 



THE RHpTORIC OF JtfEWS: STYLE, STRUCTURE AND CON 
, TENT, OF NEWS AND CURRENT JVFFAIRS BROADCASTINGS 
^ ON THE ISRAEL RAD'IO , Order No. 7004116 

HOEH, Itzhak,Ph.p. Columbia University, ^978. 202pp. 

Rules governing presentatlopal processes' Involved In writ- 
ing newsTt>roadcasts are the main Interest of this study. These 
rules, iris maintained, contribute sfgnlflcantly to the mean- 
ings — and, hence,' to possible effects — of a given message* 
They determine content In -a dialectical process through which 
form and content interact arid influence each other in any given 
unit of Verbal expression^ 

Nelfs output contains signals, cues. Ungual devices and * 
practices partly inherent to the language used; paxlly deter- 
-ndned tiy s^oetetai-noVms; conventions md pr?fssliresj: plrfly ' " 
Inftuenced^by the news organization; ^d partly serving the* 
needs of thft medium. These properties of output may be af- 
fected by. external forces but at, the. same time may conflict Vlth 
. some of them. Esthetics may conflict wjth or^uiizatlonal con- 
straints or with norms of journalism, and^may affect the char- * 
act^r of ijews in-various ways, Inclu'ding its meaning. 

^ Understanding of media content, as well as of media ejects, 
can be advanced by the specification of the rules for composi- 
tion and pre«jpntation of news. These rules may serve also as 
a point of departure for further research In media sociology, 
and in the studyi of effects. • 

The present study adapts approaches dfevejoped by linguists, 
semloUngulsts and literary.crltlcs to fhe ^ys!s of *news 
prose'* of .the Israeli Broadcasting Authorf^.^ A methodc^loglcal 
point of departuY| for' thd analysis Is a distinction between 
soolologl^cal andflen-soclolbgical aspects of the study of news. 
The first Is focused on selectlotf t)f news Items, the secpnd on 
compoeltlon. iiamelv, the nature aqd structure of the oOtp^t a» 
a textual document. The emphasis here Is put qq composition. 

It it claimed and hopefully reinforced by evidence — that 
given formats of presentation and different generic frpm^ewdrks^ 
of news determine a )Vide range of phenomena In the output. .r 
Style^ In other words, may help to determine content in^ t^ea^- 
Inff. Different formats of presentation — different •grammars* 
of news bulletins and of news mUgazine? can explain differ- 
ent relationships within the organization and between the orga-" 



niaftlio.n and oxterjial forces. An attempt is ni^e to use con- 
e&Qtm like drama, irony, (unction of speech, rhet^orlcal devict*, 
rhythm, ptc, tn order to describe existing but unjiamed phenom- 
ena that establish different pattens and genres in news text«. 

Thepower-of-tho-genre theory predicts thai selection com- 
poMnts (the "aoclologicar) m^iy be*^etermlned by •composi- 
tional'' needs (the esthetic, presentational). U predicts that 
elements of style will, for one^hing, perpetuate themselves, 
and what la. more, they may influence elements of content. Dif- 
ferent gfenres, so the Hebrew data show, establish different 
interrelationships with the broadcasting organization. While ' 
on the one hand creativity and Variability of style cause prob- 
^leftiB for the organizatlbn which it tries to "avoia** on the 
other hand they are required by the rules governing pres^Mita- ' 
tlon. And the more a format of presentation becomes stylized 
the more difficult it is for the organization to enforce its own 
ruU« and instructions regarding the form and content of news, 
^ Some norms of journalism, such as objectivity, ax-e ques- 
tioned again in this study; the status quo reinforcement hypothe- 
sis receives some support. News bulletins, stylistically •trans- 
parent^* tend to serve the social status quo; newsHfnagazines 
semiologlcally opaque, l,e., more stylized cause difficulties 
for the broadcasting .organization. They are less lilceiy to sUp- 
i^t.the existing social order ;md Us hierarcliies. 
^ffhedata for^thls study news and current affairs output 
•(n?o3^ broadcast In October 1975) are drawn from the Israel 
Brbacwajiting^ Authority radio. It can thus be regarded as a case 
study. Comparison among di/ferent news orgaJiizatlpns may 
supply furtljer evidence to support the power-^ of -gehre hypothesis. 
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ROSS, Mark Gunder, Ph.D. The Ohio State University, 1978. 
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The research aimed at isolating and defining informatioin q^^ 
•f anlmlnf styles^ trmployml by 5ul>J?cTsa5 tTiey^vfewe^ Televised 
newscasts. Cognitive switching theory in combination with an 
aurflence response machine provided a methodology capable of . 
continuously monitoring subjects -as they processed the Jnfor- 
^matlon in newscasts. Q factor analytic techniques wferevem- 
ployed ta cluster subjects into cqnmion factors or shared styles 
of information organizing. Questionnaire variable correlates 
of the Information processing styles were located through the 
use of multiple discriminant analysis. Six distinct s^le« 
were found, which accountifd i >r over 40 percent of the 
tola^vai'iance in the Information organising subjects did a« 
they vifwed newscasts. c\ / 

Th* basic unit of analysis in t,he study was the functional In- 
tervM which is based on a /ive category Instrument. Subjects ' 
could respond to the neWscasts by agreeing, disagreeing^ think- 
inr, quesUoning or daydreaming. The length of time any'sub- 
Jsct spsnt In any one functional Interval was tontrolled by the 
st^bJ«cC. " ^ V 

The six styles can be defined as follows: 

1^ Pondtring Style' 

This style was characterized by long duration fhinking and • 
ConfusiiMi functional InterVUls. Subjects organized Information 
by P9«dtring It. 

a. Kvmluation/!^inforcen>ent Sfyle 

This style was characttrUed'by middle duration agreeing 
SJid thinking functional Intervals. The thinking provided an 
ttslustton whioh usually resulted in some form of relnfori^-^ 
msnt: usually positive (agr^menf). 

l/sVctsrnal Stimulation Sty Is 

This style was characterized by long duratlop tltlnklng and 
AijrclrtsmLng functloivii intervals. The newscast funch(yisd to 
stimtiliUs thinking which led th^ subject Into external preoccu- 
pstioii or di^ydreaming^^ [ ' 
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4, Supportive Examination Style 

This style was characterized by long duration questioning 
and agreeing functional Intervals. The newscast functioned to 
stimulate examination behavior (questioning) which resulted in 
supportive (agreement) behavior, 

5, Valenced Evaluation Style 

This style was characterized by long duration agreeing and' 
disagreeing. The newscast functioned to stimulate highly va^ 
lenced information organizing behavior^ Subjects either agree 
or disagree, with Uttle In between. * 

Short Term Evaluation Style 

This style was characterized by short duration thinking and 
questioning. Subjects organized/evaluated the newscast as it 
came to them with little reQection. 

The notion of styles is valuablfs^ in that It Isolates some base 
line Information processing behavior which can b^ used to lur- 
.ther research in the ar^a. Styles may also have iynportant Im- 
pUcatlons for television programming, general learning theory 
and therapy. » . / 
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SOLOSKI, John Richard, Ph.D, The University of Iowa, 1978. 
296pp. Supervisor: Professor Kenneth Starck 

^- " * 

According to Robert Park^ news is a form of knowledge that 
"helps orient man and socfety to the world In every social 
organization there Itf a need to know the news, and this need Is 

• a consequenS^ of man's needlo know about the state of the 
world. The Importance of news In modern times Is Increasing' 
because the changes In the world have been so rapid and drastic, 
"*Anh^H%R n^wsls vaiiiaBle^to man anS s^ociefy, news cannot Be 
separated from the means used to gather and disseminate It 

. This dissertation examines two gerteral characteristics of 
news: (1) news as a valuable commodity to man and society 
and (2) news as ap orgahlzatlonal pro(fuct. The dissertation, -> 
although concentrating on news as an orgartizational product, 
examines the tension between these two characteristics of 
news. 

Most researchers who have examined the news organiza- 
tion have tended to concentrate on one aspeft of the news or- 
ganization, usually the' reporter. But the purpose of this 
^dissertation Js to examine the entire range of the hews orga- 
nization In relation to the g.7therlng and disseminating of the 
new^. The model ^sed to conceptualize the news organization ' 
Is a natural or open-system model. The underlying concept 
behind th^ open-system approach Is tiiat the organlzhtlon Is 
conceived of as an entity composed of subsystems that are 
Ihtcrrelated and Interconnected with each other and with the 
organization: The subsystems of an organization exhibit the 
characteristics of both wholes and parts. That Is, at one level 
the subsystem Is a whole and Its behavior Is never completely 
controlled by the organization. At another level, the subsystem 
Is a part of the organization and is controlled, to an extent, by 
the organlzatldri. Simply, subsystems have varying degrees of 
freedom to follow their own course of action, i.e., tp pQrsue 
their own goals. 

The dissertation examines fbur general levels of the nevM 
Organization: (I) the parent corporatlon--or chaln--that owrtl 
the news organization; (2) the publisher, wiio represents top 
nianagement and Is charged wi^h'^directing the entire news ot- 
ganlzatlon;/(3) the' editor, who represents the newsroom which 
Is charged with packaging the news; and (4) ti^e Individual re- 
P<>rter( who I9 charged with reporting and writing the news. 

Ttfe methodology employed to gather dala was tiiat of the 
participant observer. As a participant observer, 1 worked as 
an-eiltor and reporter for The Sun (n6t the actual name), a 
daHylnewspaptfr with a circulation of under 50,000. The Sun Is 
the oiVly dally newspaper published in Its cirrulathm arfea and 
Is 6wAed by a chain. The demographics of The Sun suggests 
that ItAls filrly typical of dally newspapers in the United States. 



. Tht diAsartatton eTcamhief hoW the economic amd business 
IntorMte of the news orgtolzation are trs^slated Into news ^ 
policy. The evidence suggesta that certain measages are 
lected for diflsemlnation because they are in the interest of the 
newa organization. Thus, many of the messages that are dlsr^ 
seminaled reflect the Internal policy and goals of the new* t)r> 
ganltatioa The dissertation suggests that economic and 'buHi- 
ntM management practices are ^ the heart of a chaln!s 
influenced on a member newspaper. As a result,, a chain news* 
paper may be serving the interests qf the corporation first and 
the needs of the lojcal community second 



•INFORMATION OVERLOAD" IN THE NEWSROOM: TW6 
CASE STUDIES / ^ Order No. 7912102 

WHITNEY, David Charles, Ph.D. . University of Minnesota, 
1978. "iMpp. Adviser: Donald M. GlUfnor 

While many students o£ JoyrnaUstlc organizations have at- ' . 
tempted to relate news selection and production practices to *^ 
•newa Tallies,* and whilef many have noted that^su^ selection 
and production practices are related to a necessary reduction 
of a relatively large ensemble of available news and Inforina- 
tl'oii Into a relatively small package of news output in a rela- 
tively Jjrlef time, far fewer have attempted to relate systemati- 
cally the variations, either quantitative or qualitative. In such 
news Inputs^ selection and production practlcfis, and news out- 
puts: Research In non-journallstic organizations, however. In 

*which an •information overload** analogical model has been 
employed, suggested that organizational adaptations of predict-; 
able types Would be manifested when there Is system recognition 
that available inputs and required outputs are mismatched, '^hls'' 
study suggested that the greater the degree of §uch mismatch, 
thei^reater should be the system reaction to correct It. More- 
over, following existing literature, the study suggested that qual- 
Itatiye aspects of "news load* might Induce niore system stress 

'th«n^ttwitltative' asp€^--T«T> IW'crWe case studies and con- 
tent analyses of news Input^ and outputs, of a radio station 

"newsroont and of a wire service buMLu provided data we^ly 
supporting hypotheses that •overlgBPis more a function of 
qualitative aspects oMnput than of quintifaHve ones and that . ' 
as "load* increases, ^•information processing" system re- 
sponses are supplanted by •structure-elaborating"' resppnees/ 
Analysis sS^gested that, such relationships are suppressed by 
the highly structured nature of the news Inputs and outputs l^nd 
of the processing tasks in the workplaces observed, 
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